
What People Say…

Travis’ mom, Lynne, on his adoption to the UCSD 
Men’s Soccer Team:

“As we reflect on the 
things we are thankful 
for, the UCSD Men’s 
Soccer Team is at the 
top of our list and we 
wouldn’t have them in 
our lives without the 
Friends of Jaclyn.  We 

are very grateful for the connections we have made 
over the last four seasons. Some of the guys say that 
Travis is their good luck charm and Travis feels that 
they are his.”  

Cody Kessler, Quarterback, USC Football on Joey 

“I want to thank you and 
Friends of Jaclyn, for all that you 
do for these kids. I’ve learned so 
much about your organization 
through Joey and his family, and 
it’s truly wonderful how much 
support you guys give these 
children.”  

Jeff Tambroni, Head Coach, PSU Men’s 
Lacrosse on Gavin

“Our program is honored to be a 
partner of the Friends of Jaclyn 
foundation. FoJ introduced us to an 
incredibly courageous and dynamic 
young man named Gavin. We are 
eternally grateful for the vision and 
compassion of Mr. Denis Murphy and 

his staff who made our relationship possible.”
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Our Programs

Adopt-A-Child Program:
This program is designed for children battling 
pediatric brain tumors and other childhood 
cancers at any point in their journey. We pair 
the child with a high school or college sports 
team as an honorary team member. The team 
provides love, support and friendship through 
this connection. 

Safe on the Sidelines Program:
Similar to the Adopt-A-Child Program, this 
program is designed for a sibling(s) of a child 
with a pediatric brain tumor or other childhood 
cancer. An entire family is affected when 
a child is diagnosed with cancer. A healthy 
brother or sister,  often feels scared and alone. 
This program provides siblings with their own 
support system.

Guardian Angel Program:
This program  is designed for a child and family 
who are in need of support throughout various 
stages of their cancer journey. Our “Guardian 
Angels” send messages of compassion, 
support and encouragement to children and 
their families battling pediatric brain tumors.

Our Story

In 2004, 9 year old Jaclyn 
Murphy was diagnosed 
with a medulloblastoma, 
a malignant brain tumor.  
Through chance events 
she became connected 
to and later adopted by a 
collegiate lacrosse team 

as an honorary team member. 

Jaclyn’s strength, courage, relentless spirit, and 
joy for life inspired the players.  The team went 
on to a perfect season, winning their first NCAA 
national championship in 64 years! 

Later, Jaclyn shared her dream to have all of the 
sick children adopted onto a team of their own. 

In 2005, the Murphy Family created the Friends 
of Jaclyn Foundation to improve the quality 
of life for children battling pediatric brain tumors 
and other childhood cancers.

Live in the moment...Play in in the moment

Our Mission
Our mission is to improve the quality of life 
for children with pediatric brain tumors 
and other childhood cancers while raising 
awareness about these diseases.

How You Can Help!
The Friends of Jaclyn Foundation 
is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization, 

Tax ID number 20-8326822. 

We depend on your contributions and 
help to continue our mission. 

To make a donation, volunteer or to 
host a fundraiser, call  

855-486-3653 or 
email info@friendsofjaclyn.org

The Murphy Family
Taryn, Jaclyn, Lynda, Denis


